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BGSU Students upset over ASL program cut
Alicia Kobasic
WBGU-FM Promotions Director
On Jan. 25, the Undergraduate Student
Government convened and passed a
resolution in an attempt to reverse the
decision to cut the American Sign Language
program at BGSU. At the end of last
semester, a decision was made to remove
the minor and all ASL courses at BGSU
starting in the fall semester of 2021.
“I was approached by a professor
towards the end of last semester that they
had received an email that the university
had decided to no longer offer courses,”
Hallie Cunningham, Chief of Staff of
Undergraduate Student Government, said in
a video call.
Cunningham also said the email was
short. All that was included was that starting
in fall of 2021 they would no longer offer
courses. They would offer three or four
courses in spring of 2021 and over the
summer so students could finish out the
program.

She also talked about how usually when
decisions like this are made, it goes through
a process.
“Typically when decisions like this are
made they have to go through a governance
process at BG. So, it has to go through us
(USG), it has to go through faculty senate,
undergraduate council, SEC, there’s a lot
of different things,” Cunningham said. She
said that at the time, USG had not received
any information regarding the cutting of the
program.
The resolution mentions that the proposal
to suspend the minor was voted down by
the Faculty Senate Executive Committee
on Oct. 27. However, the decision was still
made to suspend admissions into the minor.
The resolution also provides reasons why
the decision should be reversed.
In a media release on the BGSU website,
it states why the decision was made to
cut the program. The decision was made
due to budget restrictions and teaching
responsibilities for the faculty and staff as a
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“At the end of last
semester [Fall 2020],
a decision was made
to remove the minor
and all ASL courses at
BGSU starting in the fall
semester of 2021.”
— Alicia Kobasic —

WBGU-FM Promotions Director
result of the COVID-19 pandemic.
The release also mentioned that the
decision was not made lightly. However, the
courses were not required for any degree
in the College of Education and Human
Development. The minor was only recently

approved and not many students had
formally declared ASL as their minor. There
was also a difficulty finding faculty to teach
upper-level courses.
Support to save the program has been
huge, Mariah Grow, a senior majoring in
biology and criminal justice who has been
working to keep the ASL program, said.
“The reactions that Hannah and I, along
with the Department/School of Counseling
and Special Education (in the College of
Education and Human Development) have
received have been overwhelming in the
most positive way. There has been very
little about supporting the cancellation of
the ASL program, I would like to say that
in fact, 95% of messages we have received
were in support of our fight of preventing
the cancellations. The other 5% has been
to assist us with a few bumps we had in the
road,” Grow wrote in an email.
Cunningham feels that the issue was not
properly addressed, specifically the students
were not addressed.
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“So myself, our USG president and our
academic affairs chair had a meeting with
Chris Frey who sits on faculty senate and we
discussed with him and told him our action
plan and things like that,” Cunningham
said.
Students started a petition to keep the
program, which has over 15,000 signatures
from students, community members and
faculty.
There was also a virtual protest, facilitated
by the Dean of the College of Education and
Human Development Dawn Shinew, faculty
in the department and an interpreter, with
about 65 people arranged by BGSU students
in response to the program being cut.
“The protest turned more into an open
form where we had an informational
session, along with individuals that told
their own stories as both students and
communities members. A petition followed
shortly after the scheduling of the protest
from Jillian Scott who has since assisted us
in outreach. This is where I can officially say
thank you to the Undergraduate Student
Government, they assisted our protest with
a resolution that was drafted and brought up
through their committee,” Grow wrote.
In President Rogers’ end-of-week update
email on Jan. 29, there was a bullet point
about the ASL program in response to the
work of BGSU students to save the program.
Included in the message was that Provost
Joe B. Whitehead would be reaching out
to students who would be affected by the
cutting of the program to offer clarification
and support. It also mentioned that they
were going to be looking into partnerships
and possibilities that would allow students
the opportunity to have access to ASL
courses.
For Cunningham, one thing BGSU
promotes is “being a public university for
the public good and our division of diversity
and belonging and ASL is a part of that,
American Sign Language is a part of that,
deaf culture is a part of that. And to just
completely diminish that inclusivity I think
really goes against what we stand for. And
also it’s not like deaf people are going away,
they are always going to be here,” she said.
She also feels she has learned greatly from
her ASL classes and her professors genuinely
care about her. She said she has learned just
as much from her online Zoom classes as
she would have in person and that it would
be unfair to take that opportunity away from
students.
“It’s a form of communication and so
that’s just really sad to see that go I think,”
she said. “Not everyone can speak and not
everyone can hear. So, it’s really up to us to
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Rosiland Fletcher and R.C. signing, “BGSU”.
do our duty to try to include people as much
as we can and ASL is a really great way to do
that.”
Grow echoed this importance.
“This program is beneficial to everyone
and not just a select few and that is why it
is so important. Everywhere you go there is
a chance you will run into someone,” she
wrote.
She also knows the fight is far from over.
“The fight continues and the faculty vote
is on 2/2, but that decision will not end our
fight. What I can say for now is that I am so
thankful for all the support and the amazing
people that have assisted Hannah and I, the
ones that have kept in continuous contact

“This program is
beneficial to everyone
and not just a select few
and that is why it is so
important.
Everywhere you go there
is a chance you will run
into someone”
— Mariah Grow —
BGSU Senior

and continued to check in on us and help
guide us through this journey thus far,” she
wrote.
The issue was discussed during the
Faculty Senate meeting yesterday. The
petition is still available to be signed and
shared for anyone wanting to support the
keeping of the ASL program.

Visit bgfalconmedia.com for more.
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Entertainment picks
FOR FEBRUARY 2021

Movies:

Music:
RC | Entertainment Editor

February 19

With another month comes another few
weeks of music releases. Without further
ado, here are some albums to look forward
to for February:

While not the biggest release day February
has to offer in terms of quantity, Feb. 19
should produce some quality bangers.
Notably, releases from Julia Stone, The Fall,
Mogwai and The Hold Steady should do the
trick.

February 5
Feb. 5 marks the long awaited return of the
Foo Fighters in LP form. Having not released
a full album since 2017’s “Concrete and
Gold,” fans will be in for a treat to see what
Dave Grohl and company come up with this
time around. Fans of Slowthai will also have
something to look forward to, as the British
MC looks to release an album on the day as
well. Feb. 5 will also serve as the home for
releases by John Carpenter and The Weather
Station.

February 26
Arguably the most anticipated of the
February releases, Julien Baker is gearing up
to release a new album on Feb. 26. It will be
interesting to see what she does with that,
just as it will be interesting to see what Alice
Cooper does with his first LP in years as well.
Cloud Nothings is also set for release, as well
as a Willie Nelson album of Frank Sinatra
covers. Wowza.

February 12
Feb. 12 is a big day for country fans as it
marks the return of country superstars
Florida Georgia Line, but it also marks the
return of alternative collective Clap Your
Hands Say Yeah. Feb.12 also will see releases
from Sports and Django Django.

bg

A new month means new movies to watch.
With that said, here are 5 movies coming out
in February:

‘Tom and Jerry’

Streaming on: HBO Max
Yes, that Tom and Jerry. The long-running
animated series has been picked up as the
plot of a live action interpretation, directed
by Tim Story. With stars such as Colin Jost
and Chloë Grace Moretz, it’ll be interesting
to see if they are all capable of pulling it off.
The movie can be streamed on HBO Max on
Feb. 26.

‘Judas and the Black Messiah’

Streaming on: HBO Max
“Judas and the Black Messiah” releases on
Feb. 12. Directed by Shaka King and starring
Daniel Kaluuya of “Get Out” fame, “Judas
and the Black Messiah” is a true story about
William O’Neal, played by LaKeith Stanfield,
who attempts to infiltrate the Black Panther
party to gain information about Fred
Hampton, played by the aforementioned
Kaluuya.

‘The United States vs. Billie
Holiday’

Streaming on: Hulu
Another film based on a true story, “The
United States vs. Billie Holiday” tells the
story of the Federal Bureau of Narcotics
launching an undercover operation toward
singer Billie Holiday, played by Andra Day.
The film is directed by Lee Daniels and can
be streamed on Hulu starting Feb. 25.

‘To All The Boys: Always and
Forever’

Streaming on: Netflix
Now on it’s third movie, this Netflix original
series turns to the next chapter on Feb.
12. Starring Lana Condor as Lara Jean and
directed by Michael Fimognari, it will be
interesting to see if this movie can maintain
the amount of hype generated by the first
two movies.

‘Billie Eilish: The World’s A Little
Blurry’

Streaming on: Apple TV+
The only documentary on this list, “Billie
Eilish: The World’s A Little Blurry” explores
the rising star that is Billie Eilish, and looks
at her career thus far. The film is being
released on Apple TV+ on Feb. 25. n
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Make Instagram casual again
Amelia Roberts | Opinion Editor

Instagram is a popular social media app originally made to share pictures and videos with
friends and family. According to Apptopia,
it was the fourth most downloaded app in
2020. Although the app first started as a fun
way to share pictures with your friends and
family, over the past few years it has morphed into something much different.
Instagram has now become a social media
platform full of “influencers,” Facetune and
filters. No longer is it a fun place to share
memories. Instead, it’s become a cesspool of
comparison and competition to see who can
make their life look as perfect as possible.
I personally noticed this change in
posting. I remember back around 2013 when
I first downloaded Instagram, it was really
fun. I posted whatever pictures I wanted
without caring how I looked or if others
would find it cool or not. And this is pretty
much what everyone on the app did. It was
really for yourself, friends and family to see.
But this gradually changed. People began

only posting what would get a lot of likes,
which was essentially posed pictures where
everything was FaceTuned and filtered,
whether or not they were actually enjoying
themselves or the place in the picture. As a
young teenager, I started doing the same.
I only posted things that I thought looked
absolutely perfect, that others would
double tap on.
Because of this, the app became a lot
less fun. I became obsessed with taking the
perfect picture (although it wasn’t perfect
until I edited everything about the picture) to
post on Instagram, only to delete it if it didn’t
get “enough” likes, or didn’t look identical to
what the influencers were posting.
Eventually, it just wasn’t fun anymore. It
was actually the complete opposite. It made
me feel awful about myself and my life.
Instead of posting “in the moment”
pictures or just fun memories, I posted
one picture out of hundreds taken that
were perfectly posed, edited with filters
and FaceTuned to match society’s idea of
the “perfect body.” Because of this way of

posting, Instagram has become a breeding
ground for low self-esteem, comparison
and judgement.
However, many people want this to change.
Recently, the movement to “make
Instagram casual again,” has become very
popular. Many people want Instagram to
go back to how it used to be, just posting
random pictures and memories with
friends or things you find interesting,
without the pressure of having to make
your life seem “perfect.”
The goal of making Instagram casual
again is to encourage people to start actually
living their lives instead of just making it
look like they are to their followers. To go
somewhere because it would actually be a
fun way to spend your time, and not just
because it would make for a good Instagram
photo. To try and actually live your best life
and not just trying to make it look like you
are to your Instagram followers.
I slowly have been making this transition
to posting more casually on Instagram
instead of hyper focusing on whether every
aspect of the picture looks “perfect” or not.
Instead, I’ve been posting people, places and
things that make me happy, and not insanely
editing them to look perfect, despite what
other people might think of them.
While it was difficult at first to think
about what other people might think of the
random imperfect pictures I was posting,
it slowly became fun. Now, it’s really fun to
post something that I find interesting, and
do it for myself instead of for others.
If you find yourself constantly doing
things just because it’ll make a good
Instagram picture, or editing that
same picture to the point where it’s
unrecognizable just because it will get likes,
instead of actually making you happy — I
would recommend trying to post casually
on Instagram, for yourself. While it might
seem weird at first, you might find yourself
actually living instead of just posting like it.

PEOPLEON
THESTREET
What are your thoughts
on the stock market with
GameStop?

MAY GULLEY
Freshman | Public Relations

“It was a good
slap in the face
to see how
easy it is to
mess up Wall
Street. It’s nice
to see the 1%
struggle like
the rest of us.”

“I don’t feel
I’m educated
enough to
say anything
about it.”
RACHEL SATTLER
Senior | Business

REAGAN WADDELL
Freshman | Psychology

“I think
everything
with Reddit,
they just want
to mess up
everything
and mess up
things on Wall
Street.”

“I invest in
stocks with my
dad, but I don’t
have many
thoughts on
it.”
EMILY DURHAM
Senior | English

Visit bgfalconmedia.com for more.
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BGSU freshman propel Falcons to an
unexpected season
Drew Terhall | Sports Reporter
The Bowling Green women’s basketball team
was not supposed to be in this position.
Last season, the Falcons were 10-21 with a
3-15 conference record.

Before the season started, they were voted to
finish second to last in the MAC coaches’ poll.
They are currently second in the MAC with a 8-2
conference record and a 12-3 overall record. They
are behind Kent State who are 4-0 in conference
play, but they have not played a game since Jan. 9.
A major reason behind this turnaround has been
the play from their freshmen big three.
Freshmen guards Lexi Fleming, Nyla Hampton
and Kenzie Lewis came to BGSU together with
similar backgrounds.

In high school, each guard was a part of
a winning program. They all made their
respective league’s first teams and second
teams throughout their careers.
Even with the accolades, they were recruited
to BGSU for their fit with the program.
“Recruiting is a big part of our job, but
evaluation is a bigger part. Recruiting the
right players is more important than just

Nyla Hampton (12) and Lexi Fleming (25)

recruiting,” Head Coach Robyn Fralick said.
Each player has their own skill set that
has helped the Falcons become a threat in
the MAC.
Since the beginning of the season, Fleming
has shown that she can be a dominant player
in the MAC. She leads the team in points per
game with 18.5. She also leads the team in
steals with 44. Fleming can get the offense
rolling on either side of the court.
Since being inserted into the starting
lineup, Hampton has shown to be a quality
scoring option and a pesky defender.
She averages 8.7 points a game on 40.5%
shooting. Hampton is third on the team in
steals with 29.
Lewis has shined as a great defensive player
for the team. She is second on the team in
steals with 36 and leads the teams in blocks
with 10. Lewis is also a great rebounding
guard, collecting 92 rebounds on the season
as second best on the team. On the offensive
side, she is the primary ball handler, leading
the team in assists with 52.
Their skill sets combined has helped the
team play a different style of basketball than

“I think defensively
we’re a different team.
We’re able to guard in
a different way, more
aggressive, that’s been
part of it. They’re all
combo guards, they can
play with or without the
ball, which in the style
and system we have
been working towards
that is very important.”
— Robyn Fralick —

BGSU Women’s Basketball Head Coach
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they did a season ago.
“I think defensively we’re a different team.
We’re able to guard in a different way, more
aggressive, that’s been part of it. They’re all
combo guards, they can play with or without
the ball, which in the style and system we
have been working towards that is very
important,” Fralick said.
In all of college basketball, BGSU is ranked
third in steals and fourth in turnovers forced.
Outside of their abilities, the freshmen’s
intangibles have helped this team improve
from a season ago.
“Their feel, their IQ and their
competitiveness have elevated our program,”
Fralick said.
For the fans, the emergence of the players
is a welcome surprise. But the success these
freshmen are having this season is not a
surprise to Fralick.
“We had high expectations out of them.
We had watched them play for two years.
We knew what they were capable of,”
Fralick said.
Fralick is not the only one who has helped
the freshmen succeed this season. The
upperclassmen on the team have played a
huge role in the development of the big three.
“I have never been a part of a team or
program that has so much enthusiasm for
each other. That translates to a lot of our
success on the court,” Lewis said.
The upperclassmen have been able to take
the freshmen under their wing. The actions
of the older players has had a positive impact
on the team.
“They’re instilling the culture and daily
expectations of our program everyday.
That’s been a good step for our program too,
where it is player led. Our upperclassmen
are able to demonstrate what we are about,”
Fralick said.
Fleming, Hampton and Lewis have shown to
be perfect matches for this program. Fralick’s
ability to establish her culture has given this
freshmen trio all the tools to be successful.
The Falcons last won a regular season MAC
title in 2014. Their last MAC tournament title
was in 2011.
This young core has not only given the
program hope of a MAC title this year, but
hope that the program can win multiple
MAC titles in the near future.
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PANDEMIC Catching a concert amid the pandemic
PLAYLIST
Alison Kaiser | Reporter

Songs released during the
pandemic about the pandemic
SIX FEET APART
Luke Combs
BETTER DAYS
One Republic
LEVEL OF CONCERN
Twenty One Pilots
CORONAVIRUS
iMarkkeyz

Concerts big and small have been canceled
because of the coronavirus. Many students
have been affected by these changes, and
are finding socially-distanced alternatives
while they wait for live music to return.
Sophomore Jenna Kull had a summer
season pass to Blossom Music Center in
Cleveland before all 15 of the venue’s live
shows were canceled or rescheduled.
“I knew it was coming but it was still
pretty disappointing,” she said.
However, she made up for her refunded
tickets by attending virtual performances
from The Grand Ole Opry, a popular country

STUCK WITH U
Ariana Grande & Justin Bieber

BORED IN THE HOUSE
Tyga & Curtis Roach

“It is really not the same when you’re
jumping around and dancing to live music
in your bedroom,” she said.
Senior Spencer Walsh said remote shows
are a great way for artists to interact with
their fans while socially distant.
“It was like everyone got a front row seat,”
he said.
Walsh, who saw Australian comedian
and musician Tim Minchin, said it was a
cool experience because without the virtual
show, he wouldn’t have seen him perform.

Concerts amid pandemic continued on page 8
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Greenbriar Inc.

I BELIEVE THAT WE WILL WIN
Pitbull
QUARANTINE LIFE
Matthew West

music venue in Tennessee she attended
when she was younger.
The venue hosts virtual music events
every Saturday night. She said the
performances try to make you feel as if you
were there in-person.
“There were commercial breaks and the
hosts told jokes as if there was a crowd,” she
said. “The energy of the performances were
immaculate and I could feel it through my
screen,” she said.
While she loved her summer Saturday
night routine, Kull said it’s still hard to
compare to her previous in-person concerts.
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Catching a concert amid the pandemic
“I got to see artists I really admire without
having to do the work of going there and
paying for other expenses,” he said.
He said he was able to connect with other
concert-goers while online, because of the
comment sections at the virtual shows.
This is a space where viewers can give an
opinion, suggestion or random thought as
they watch the performance.
“It is crazy how vulnerable people were
able to be in that space,” Walsh said. “It
made me feel really close to strangers.”
Walsh said that while he knows in-person
concerts are not gone forever, he is excited
for the potential that virtual concerts have
with connecting to other people with his
similar interests.
Relationship-building at a concert is
junior Ashley Curtis’ favorite part of live
events. She said she has been going to
concerts since she was in elementary school,
is skeptical when it comes to connections
during virtual performances. Curtis said she

has gotten closer to many people through
different concert experiences.
“I don’t think virtual or distant concerts
would be anything like actual concerts,”
Curtis said. “I think the reason college
students enjoy concerts so much is because
of the memories that can be made right next
to the people who you are there with.”
Kull agrees and says that in-person
concerts are the best way to build
connections with the people in her life.
While Kull is excited for concerts to start
back up again, she hopes concert venues
take their time creating the right protocols
to keep everyone safe.
“It [concerts] will have to be completely
different,” Kull said. “It is hard to believe
that before this year I was totally fine with
being shoulder-to-shoulder with random
strangers.”
As of right now, concerts at bigger venues
are getting rescheduled as soon as April and
May 2021. Ian Bixler, the Director of Event

continued from page 7

Services at Huntington Center, Toledo’s
largest concert venue, said there is no way to
know these dates for sure.
“I am willing to do anything and
everything that we need to do on our side of
things to make it safe for people to come in,”
he said.
Bixler said he knows he isn’t the only one
ready to go back to live music and wants
everyone to know it will happen eventually.
“I am just keeping my fingers crossed at
this point and hoping for the best,” Bixler
said. Wearing masks, sanitizing seats, social
distancing and adding plexiglass to the
concession stands are all things Bixler said
will have to take place in order to make live
music happen again.
“We are taking it one day at a time, even
more so than before,” he said. “You never
know what the next day or even next week is
going to bring.”
In the meantime, artists have been

performing at empty concert venues,
studios or even their living rooms to hold
their audience over until in-person concerts
can return.
The closest thing to an in-person concert,
drive-in movie theater performances,
gained popularity at the end of the summer.
Snoop Dogg, Keith Urban and AJR are a few
artists who took part in this concert method.
Guests were separated by parking spots
and required to stay in their designated area
during the show with a few exceptions like
concessions and restrooms.
Freshman Grace Gummer went to a drivein concert in Kenton, Ohio, at the beginning
of the semester to see Christian rock artist
Toby Mac.
“It’s hard comparing that concert to past

Read the rest at bgfalconmedia.com
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THE BG NEWS SUDOKU
1. Kiss
2. Part of the outer ear
3. Not odd
4. Leisure
5. Equals
6. Posted
7. Not strict
8. Countertenor
9. A full supply
10. Temporary
11. Willow
12. Not fulfilled
13. Cantankerous
21. Loft
25. German for "Mister"
26. Central area of a
church
27. A Freudian stage
28. Infiltrator
29. Graniteware
34. Defeats
36. A swinging barrier
37. Vipers
38. A musical pause

SUDOKU
To play: Complete the grid
so that every row, column
and every 3 x 3 box contains
the digits 1 to 9. There is no
guessing or math involved.
Just use logic to solve.

1. Slumber
6. Smack
10. Brag
14. Exploded stars
15. Express in words
16. Feudal worker
17. Overweight
18. Initial wager
19. Edges
20. A coming into being
22. Encounter
23. Anagram of "Ties"
24. 30
26. What a person is called
30. 2,000 pounds
31. Hankering
32. Soon
33. Within
35. Radiolocation
39. Cornice
41. Wordy

43.
44.
46.
47.
49.
50.
51.
54.
56.
57.
63.
64.
65.
66.
67.
68.
69.
70.
71.

Lacquer ingredient
Remnant
Cuts off
And so forth
Arrive (abbrev.)
At one time (archaic)
Negotiate
Chilled
Killed
Tediously repetitious
Eastern discipline
The top edge of a vessel
Dried coconut meat
Blacken
Skin disease
Peal
Fit
Falls behind
Feel

40.
42.
45.
48.
51.
52.
53.
55.
58.
59.
60.
61.
62.

Anagram of "Tine"
Everglades bird
Precipitating
Percussion
instrument
Mentally prepare
Hello or goodbye
Kingly
Wharves
Killer whale
Not a single one
Not closed
Website addresses
An exchange
involving money

163 S. MAIN
419.353.2277

www.sambs.com

